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COMMENCEMENT  
CONVOCATION

 
January 20, 2024

10:00 a.m.
Orchestra Hall 

1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN

Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.  
President of Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 

Presiding

Max Bonilla, SSL, STD 
Provost and Dean of Faculties 

Master of Ceremonies

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA  
Schools of Graduate and Professional Programs 

Minneapolis Campus
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PRELUDE

Copper Street Brass

PROCESSIONAL

Copper Street Brass

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Max Bonilla, SSL, STD 
Provost and Dean of Faculties

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Copper Street Brass

INVOCATION

Marisa Naryka, Ed.D.
Vice President for Mission and Ministry

WELCOME

Michael Laak B’77, J.D. 
Vice Chair, Board of Trustees

REFLECTIONS

Andrew N. Rhoades
Doctor of Business Administration

Katherine E. Fick
M.A. in Marriage and Family Therapy

Polly Luella Palmer Tracey
Ed.D. in Leadership

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

Michelle Wieser, Ph.D. 
Dean of Business and Technology

Jack McClure, Ph.D. 
Dean of Education

Amy Heinz, O.T.D. 
Dean of Health and Human Services

AWARDING OF DEGREES

 Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.

ALMA MATER

Katie Dierkes, MLIS
Susanne Egli, M.A.

Becki Warnock, M.Ed.

BENEDICTION

Marisa Naryka, Ed.D.
Vice President for Mission and Ministry

RECESSIONAL

Copper Street Brass

POSTLUDE

Copper Street Brass

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

ACCOUNTING

Bereket Girma

Emily Allison Jensen

Gavyn J. McAlister

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Luis Enrique Avila

Ephraim James Bailey, Sr.

Robert Scott Blackwood

Katie D. Brady

Amanda Janice Cutshall

Joel D. D’Valle

Paul John Engstrand 

Michael Thomas Evans

Madison A. Himle

Anthony M. Johnston

Jaime Lyn Lange

Elizabeth Ann Loring

Fatuma Abdulkadir Mohamed

Angela S. Myhre-Pozanc

Thai Thanh Nguyen

Hussein Abdi Noor

Titus B. Nyenkan

Stephanie Judith Weisberg

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE  
AND DATA ANALYTICS

Semir Begic

Fasika Tegegn

CRIMINAL JUSTICE LEADERSHIP

Dustin John Bones

Amanda Mae Grundeman

Christopher Allen Meade

Roger Lor Moua

Austin Douglas Bradford Ohren

Justin Adam Padilla

Benjamin Michael Wenande

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Devon A. Chambliss
Nichole Elizabeth Crom
Karoline Elaine Dugger
Adam John Gould
Megan Marie Kleiman
Chelsi LaRhei Martin Langdon
Bailey Alexis Martin Peloquin
Amber M. Schueler
Angela Kaye Selnes
Rita Theresa Steele
Rebecca Syhre
Emily E. Thomas-Ree
Amber Nicole Trudeau
Shannon Lee Vorderbruggen

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Abas Abdikarim Ali
Mechack Kitombole Dikala
Alvin Flomo Juasemai
Blanca A. Mejia Reyes
Nygwo Ojulu Odola
Mohamed Ali Saleh
Suhir Ali Saleh
Vernon William Reginald Wenberg

ACCOUNTING/BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Ephrem Eshete 

MASTER OF ARTS

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Oluwabukunayo Ayooluwa Adegoke

Jessica Alcazar

Turi Anna Clark

Kathleen Gay Cleary

Mariah Firn

Matthew Ryan Gookins

Kathleen Elizabeth Haugen

Joleigh Janet Hayes

Natalie Jo Hunt

Ryan Scott Hurst

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
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Anna Lynn Mehlhorn

Marianna Miracle

Justin Robert Okoniewski

Lucina Belle Ames Rojina

Emily Ann Rollag

Morgan Marie Romero

Lindsey M. Sparages

Brittany Nicole Stewart

Erin Elizabeth Wilson

Mychie Yang 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Osvaldo P. Lopez

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Abukar Sharif Abdullahi

Emily Jo Aschenbeck

Melody J. Bates

Ronnet Renay Dossman

Jennifer Lynn Gustafson

Jasmine Elizabeth Martin

Kelly Renee Miller

Zakir Haniff Mohammed

Rikki L. Rigdon

Meghan Elizabeth Worthley Sohns

Prince K. Vincent

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Ima-obong Adams

Richard Dean Barger

Edward Bodnar

Jhonattan Jesus Brena Arribasplata

Yannick Roger Armel Cadjo Brou

Bao Han Bui

Matthew Thomas Carlson

Avita Kristina Chand

Annika Dahl

Amber Marie Dale

Mikeyla Latosha Dawson

Gonzalo Del Aguila Utia

David Allen Dwapu

Adefunke Sabine Yasmine Debora Edon

Eric Trung Foley

Michael A. Fremarek

Elise Mae Gallagher

Allison J. Hanson

Andrew C. Hoffman

Ashtin Kathryn Holzer

Brody Allen Horoshak

Katherine Ada Hunt

Logan Roger Johnson

Danielle Miada Al-Khouja Jones

Paul Robert Koerner

Nicole Dumas LaValle

Jacob Matthew Liberty

Lisa Lor

Charles Brendan McCulloch

Jennifer Lyn McGeehan

Ryan McGinn

Julie Ann Hennen Mikkelson

Alison Nicole Miles

Rachel Anne Mooney

Jeb Anthony Myers

Michelle Ann Neumann

Eric Nordgren

Karena Inez Norton

Sara Naitan Oswald

Jessica Sanken

Wade Schenck

Ridge Odell Shelby

Ana Gabriela Soria

Adam Gerald Van Muyden

Panhia Vang

Kyle Walter

Katherine Claire Wohletz

Muhan Zhang

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
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MASTER OF SCIENCE

ACCOUNTANCY 

Susan Rae Archer

Michael Tho Khounviseth

Jan Won Ohm

ACCOUNTING 

Christopher Michael Adams

Mambo Abiodun Asangwe

Charlotte Kwaewa Aye-Danquah

Urangoo Battulga

Yesenia Donjuan Gonzalez

Angeline Everetta Earley

Alexis C. House

PangFoua Khang

Jessica Lynn Lanegran

Christine Marie Maxwell

Ryan David Moskowitz

Kyle Ray Robb

Luis Rodriguez Dominguez

Kiera Marie Simanovsky

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE AND  
DATA ANALYTICS

Tristin James Burdick

Matthew James Clark

Keegan Danielson

Mariah Janéa Ghee

Jordan Nicole Whitten

Brian Walter Joachim

Landry Lynn Kirsling

John Michael Kleinow

Yasmeen I. Labead

Hannah Rae Meinholdt

Miles Dillon Nablo

Russell James Bradley Phillips

Mykael Norma Pirner

Jackson Primmer

Brandon A. Rawl

Fresa Alicia Sanchez

Heather Marie Sandkuhler

Adrianne Vanspeybroeck
Rachel D. Vaughn
Mark Richard Ward
Aaron C. Williams
Ka Yang

CYBERSECURITY
Sophia Efosa Aigbogun
Patrick Michael Garry
Javier Gonzalez-Flaherty
Daniel Ryan Hager
Michael Walter Naber
Tong Thao

DATA INTELLIGENCE AND GEOANALYTICS
Heather Elaine Nissen Amsbaugh
Kayla Rose Boettcher
Nichole Marie Dimick
Jerry Thomas Goodwin II
Jenny Lynn Hanson
Alexander Devon Vaslow
Daniel Mesfin Yitbarek
 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Edward A. Antoniewicz Jr.
Olaleke Amos Ayegun
Julia Blum
Kelsey Marie Crowley
Augustus P. Dennis
Angela Pontes Glazer
Keely Alexandra Hansen
Maria Nalwoga
Korey O’Donnell
Bradley John Prins
Nick J. Ricci
Emily Lauren Steele
Justin Stegmeier
Jamie L. Stien
Kimberly Tyson Terry
Amanda Lee Theis
Barry Thao
Kendra Elizabeth Underhill

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY

DOCTOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Adeniyi A. Adekunle

The Relationship Between Transformational 
Leadership and Volunteer Engagement in  
Non-Profit Organizations

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

Keith Allen Anderson

An Investigation of Ethical Culture as a 
Moderator to the Relationship Between  
the Self-Importance of Moral Identity and  
Moral Disengagement of Professional  
Project Managers

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

Divine Ningue Arpellet

Impact of U.S. Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreements (TIFA) an African Economic Growth, 
The Case of Ecowas From 2009-2019

	 Dr. Jennifer Schultz 
	 Dissertation Chair

Tiray C. Johnson

A Grounded Theory Study: Hiring Practices 
as Experienced from an Adjunct Faculty 
Perspective

	 Dr. Matthew Nowakowski 
	 Dissertation Chair

Sabrina N. Parsons-Hang

Underlying Predictors: A Quantitative Analysis  
of Compassion Fatigue, Empathy Fatigue,  
and Burnout Within the Social Work Profession

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

Andrew N. Rhoades

The Examination of Registered Nurse 
Employment Ghosting with Job Satisfaction, 
Burnout, and Turnover Intention at Large 
Hospitals in The United States Between  
2020 and 2023	

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

Anne Helen Swearingen

Sustainability and Product Innovation: A 
Phenomenological Study of the Experience of 
Medical Device Product Innovation Employees 

	 Dr. Matthew Nowakowski 
	 Dissertation Chair
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MASTER OF ARTS
EDUCATION
Brishauna Davis
Shukri Mohamed Diriye
Ashtin M. Hiltunen
Johannah Hirt
Melanie Jo Jones
Calli Ann Koplitz
Barbara Ann Smolnikar Larson
Brooke Hill
Brit Noel Loftus
Madeline Paige McNeil
Kelsey A. Motzko
Janie L. Munson
Kelsey Jean Olson
Stacy Lee Peterson
Amber Marie Rall
Adam David Sparks
Allison J. Stoffel
Ashley D. Stokely
Colton Vetsch
Ashley Wallace
Lance Lee Walsten

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Abigail Ruth Conzett
Sarah Marie Cooley
Jessica Cosgrove
Keely Shephard Dutcher
Eric John Gahr
Samuel John Hyberger
Kirstin Kehrer
Jessica M. Kelly
Stephanie Theresa Klauer
Emily Kay Kraus
Cara Machelle Krengel
Bethsua Martinez
Elizabeth Anne Nali
Rizwana Rahman
Nicole M. Rasch
Mary H. Sowada
Ryan J. Traczyk
Andrew Michael Ventura
Michael Paul Wojtalewicz

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Catherine M. Brandl

Margaret Louise Noel

Molly Ann Ryan

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Courtney Lynn Bona

Annabel Grace Carlson

Emily Kaye Catterton

Jonathan Ara Rohmer Hirt

Laurel Alyssa-Beth Jefferson

Madeline Grace Jensen

Amanda Lynn Krage

Catherine Mary McNamara

Robert P. Murphy

Kailey Anne Schlink

Sarah S. Seibert

Melissa Ann Stang

Christina Mae Super

Kenzie Looman Traurig

Ashlyn Jae Waters

Leah Michelle Wiest

Erica K. Zaic

TEACHING

Eve Lotter Abushakra

Amy Michelle Anderson

Maxwell Roark Anderson

Michaela R. Anderson

Tarsila Lemos Borges

Rose Elizabeth Brew

Rachel Moriah Brinkmeyer

Rachel Marie Bruch-Andersen

Allison L. Collins

Matthew Franklin Cooper 

Shelby Keegan Farra

Vincent Seiber Hannam

Jeffrey George Jennings

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Sundee June Kuechle

Ella Marie Prasad

Nicholas Henry Richard Pyzdrowski

Molly Jean Rowland

Johnathan Sanasinh

Clare Kelley Schwirtz

Rachel Seavey

Amanda May Skaret

Ellyn Marjorie Swenson

Anthony Ladislaus Szarka

Jack Ambrose Thomas

Erika Marguerite Van Cleve

Mai Ka Vang

Xue Lin Wang

Haley Marie Warren

Mallory Millicent Wassberg

Samuel B. Welk

MASTER OF EDUCATION

LEARNING DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Emily Anne Anderson

Casey Lynn Boehm

Casey G. Fails

Amanda Jo Mackedanz

Kamesha Necole Manning

Kenneth Edward Mattinen

Connor Lee Michael

Rebecca Margaret Moss

Scott Hubert Pape

Rebecca Ruth Quinn

Marissa Antoinette Thayer

Christopher Michael Thomson

Lynsee Anne Wanous

Erica Brooke Wilson

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION -  
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

Lisa M. Engbrecht

Jennifer Lynn Marquardt

Cherene Patricia Newman

Brian Allen Shreve

Sara Renae Sievers

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION -  
K-12 PRINCIPAL

Lucas John Adam

Kelsey Lynn Bennett

Breanna L. Blad

Nicole Borgstrom

James Daniel Callahan

Chad Alan Christianson

Shae Kathleen Elliott

Sarah Louise Ertl

Valerie J. Fogolin

Molly Elizabeth Gavett

Joseph Michael Hurlbut

Paris Dominique Kyles

Catherine Radecki

Akilah Barlow Sharif

Christopher Lawrence Shepard

Patrice Susan Studier

Cynthia Sue Swenson

Lora Ann Voight

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION - 
SUPERINTENDENT

Ashley Nicole Kaplan

EDUCATION SPECIALIST

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION

Nicholas J. Gorman

Samuel James Pfeifer

Madeline Ann Wieneke



10

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE

Lowell Matthew Aplebaum

Rhonda Bernadette

Jennifer Cay Curran

LEADERSHIP

Kelley R. Capper

A Phenomenological Study of The Experiences 
of Women High School Principals as Mentees

	 Dr. Susan Hines 
	 Dissertation Chair

Mitzi Morgan Girtler

Compassion Fatigue Experiences of  
K-12 School Nurses in Southern Minnesota:  
A Phenomenological Study

	 Dr. Yvette Pye 
	 Dissertation Chair

Karen Corbin Hamm

You Can’t Moon Your Buddies:  
A Phenomenological Study of Leadership in the 
Fire Service as Experienced by Career Officers

	 Dr. Sonia Feder-Lewis 
	 Dissertation Chair

Stephanie Joy Lang

Exploring the Relationship Between Trait 
Emotional Intelligence and Professional Quality 
of Life in Rural Healthcare Leaders

	 Dr. Susan Hines 
	 Dissertation Chair

Lori Ann Lonergan-Brennan

An Examination of the Lived Experiences  
of Recipients of Social Media Crowdfunding 
Campaigns

	 Dr. Sonia Feder-Lewis 
	 Dissertation Chair

Becky Lin Melville

Exploring the Shared Lived Experiences of 
Minnesota Secondary School Principals in 
Regard to Shared Leadership Structures

	 Dr. Paul Kotz 
	 Dissertation Chair

Eric J. Pegues

A Phenomenological Study of  
Black Faculty and Their Lived Experiences  
of Racial Battle Fatigue

	 Dr. Sonia Feder-Lewis 
	 Dissertation Chair

Polly Luella Palmer Tracey

A Case Study for Effective Adolescent  
Literacy Instruction in Ontario, Canada

	 Dr. Susan Hines 
	 Dissertation Chair

Kayla M. Valentino

The Lived Experiences of Radiation Therapy 
Clinical Preceptors in the Mentorship of 
Professionalism in Their Students

	 Dr. Susan Hines 
	 Dissertation Chair

Jason Roger Weber

Efficacy of Servant Leadership Training  
on Team Effectiveness

	 Dr. Rustin Wolfe 
	 Dissertation Chair

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY
Justus Elijah Malik Murphy
Sokmearn Ngep
Jessica Ann O’Boyle
Francie I. Steger
Alexis Ann Swales
Kaylana G. Todd

HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT
Aisha Abdelqader Warsame

HEALTHCARE AND HUMAN SERVICES 
MANAGEMENT
Kayla R. Wildeman

NURSING
Mardia Bernard
Kelly Lee Counihan
Sarah Virginia Falk
Margaret Elizabeth Roth

PUBLIC HEALTH
Jonathan Isaac Erickson

PUBLIC HEALTH/HEALTHCARE AND 
HUMAN SERVICES MANAGEMENT
Ruun I. Ikar

MASTER OF ARTS
COUNSELING AND  
PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
Jenna Lee Amundson
Caycee J. Bonacci
Cassandra Marie Brouillette
Nicolette Jo Cairns
Matthew Bennett Champ
Scott Bradley Collins
Laura Elif Conkright
Francine Elizabeth Currier
Alicea Michelle Douse
Allison Lynne Drube
Kathryn Irene Morris Echols
Franchesca Teresa England

Leslie Bute Fenske
Kaitlynn Rose Fischer
Amy Marie Fuller
Andrea Carolina Garcia Malledo
Ross Edward Gildow
Cheryl-Leigh Eliza Goodman
Madeline Ann Gould
Amy Lou Griffis
Mark Wesley Hantla
Quinnyana Houston
Craig R. Johnson
Marie Helen Johnson
Austin Richard Koester
Samantha Kay Kokkinos
Angela Ly
Jordan Maciej
Aysha Mazumdar Stanger
Robin Marie Melville
Katharine Anne Miller
Sarah Elizabeth Mueller
Brooke Marie Ness
Nathan John Ness
Abigael Ntwal Mukaz
Katie Marie Olsen
Melody D. Olson
Samantha J. Palmer
Madisen Jan Marie Perry
Trevor T. Peterson
Bryan Michael Piatt
Joshua Keith Piller
Mia Rose Pribyl
Jonathan Douglas Pounder
Kristina Ramzy
Kahle Anne Randall
Zohra Alexandra Ruona
Sydney Kathleen Schmidt
Elizabeth Jacklyn Savvas Slater
Remington A. Solstad
James Borces Sotto
Amy Elizabeth Specker
Lauren Marie Stevens
Alessandra Nicole Taddeini
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Anders Torgerson

Molly Diver Van Avery

Chandini Kobag Vang

Abigail Rae Wagner

Rachael L. Wagner

Charles Robert Walia

Melissa Jo Dirtzu Wells

Heather Lynn Weston

Ryann Elizabeth Whitely

Jayde M. Wolf

Margarita L. Wunderlich

Mai Yee Xiong

Kao Yang

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SERVICES AND GRADUATE CERTIFICATE  
IN ADDICTION STUDIES

Briana Renee Anderson

Sandra Mae Anderson

Grace Noelle Blomgren

Brooke Renee Copeland

Grenda Nyamoita Gilbert

David Aurelio Jara

Marie Nicole Kampa

Kathryn M. LaLiberte

Zachary Jordan Lee

Laryssa Kay McLouth

Fardowsa N. Mohamud

Stacy Anne Nathan

Janel Olson Novachis

Glenn Ragsdale Nuckols

Renee Perrone

Margaret Simmons

Maria Still

Watta Watta

Angeline Wilson

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION

Naimo Hassan Abdi

Warda Abdulrahim Ali Sheikh

Elham M. Ashkar

Christopher Alan Cronemiller

Matthew Douglas Ebeling

Kevin Michael Gast

Morgan Elizabeth Goebel

Kayla Norine Harwick

Katie A. Hervey

Alicia Christine Jones

Ashley Ann Jordan

Sarah N. Kemp

Malika Campbell McDonald

Asia R.W. Merkel

Madeline Elizabeth Laurel Nelson

Abbigail Jean Pominville

Iman Saleh Said

Tatum Dorothy Schulz

Danielle C. Sigloh

Sandra Elizabeth Thoen

Kimson Nguyen Weston

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

Brianna Joelle Anderson

Violet Skye Butler

Aidan Joseph Culloton

Katherine E. Fick

Andrew Garbers

Emily Katherine Geary

Christina Marie Harstad

Katherine Anne LeMay

Courtney Lynn Pfitzinger

Elijah James Vogel

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
PUBLIC HEALTH
Alyson Morgan Johnson
Erica A. Haff
Jessica Mae Houliston
Abang Kwot Lero
Rose K. Lodu-Mattson
Kylie Margaret MacLeod
Koko Tarr
Edward Kim Tea
Alaina Magdeline Wadzink
Kourtney Cay Warner
Rufus Gborboatomentor Yeiah

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
SOCIAL WORK
Akello Kiro Alay
Taiwo Favour Asooye
Lindsey Rae Baum
Glory Ray Betland
Brittany L. Boren
Melode Bowmont
Allyson J. Brazier
Ian M. Brunzell-Looney
Geneva Dawn Cabello
Amanda Marion Cannefax
Kathryn R. Clark
Dianelys de la Heria
Elena Marie Dooley
Aaron Robert Elliott
Nafiso Hassan Fiqi
April W. Fleck
Emily Nicole Peysar Funk
Adrianne Kay Geditz
Theresa Lillian Marie George
Hannah Gittel Glaser
Olivia Farrell Gooley
Erin M. Gregoria
Anna Jane Gregory
Jennifer Anne Grev
McKenna Marie Haller

Kierra Lashae Hart

Ayan H. Hassan

Susan Jane Hemmesch

Leah Janine Hendrickson

Alicia Jackson

Jill Barbara Jensen

Aaron L. Johnson

Sarah Kaufman

Kali Anne Kearns

PangNhia Khang

Melissa Carol Kinneman

Samantha Mary Kosel

Elizabeth Mary Kroll

Victoria A. Kulig

Amanda Kali Marshall

Francis Mboma

Natasha Suzanne Meyer

Aimee Lynn Moran

Candace Aimee Patterson

Jennifer Peterson

Lydia Petersen

Mai-Song Melanie Pha-Yang

Cassandra Dinsmore Ploehn

Alyssa R. Raway

Jessica E. Schenk

Brandi Taylor Sedesky-Robinson

Abby Jo Sokol

Jessica A. Stauber

Kendra Alice Swenson

Charles Raymond Tester

Rashonna A. Thomas

Kyra Tiffany

Jenny LeAnn Toth

Alliance N. Utamuliza

Maria Nicole Vaudreuil

Paige Janice Vizanko

Alicia Nicole Whaley

Connor S. Wilson

Khashia Yang

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

MISSION

Enriched by the Lasallian Catholic heritage,  
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota awakens, nurtures, and empowers learners  

to ethical lives of service and leadership.  
 

VISION

Grounded in its Lasallian Catholic identity, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota  
is a nationally ranked transformational and innovative university  

with a global footprint. Saint Mary’s graduates gain the advanced knowledge,  
skills, and critical-thinking abilities necessary to be lifelong learners,  

successful workers, good neighbors, and ethical citizens  
that ensure Saint Mary’s standing as a well-known top-tier national university  

preparing tomorrow’s leaders.

ACADEMIC DRESS

The academic costume worn today originated in the Middle Ages when gowns and 
hoods kept scholars and clerics warm. The distinctive gown served to set the student 

apart from fellow citizens, giving birth to the expression “town and gown.”

Until after the Civil War, students at most American universities wore caps and gowns 
daily. They varied in design, and while an attempt was made in 1894 by the American 

Intercollegiate Commission to standardize the color of robes, distinctive colors  
continue to be used by institutions, usually at the doctoral level.

Academic gowns tell the observer the degree which the wearer has earned: bachelor’s 
gowns have pointed sleeves; master’s gowns have long, closed sleeves; doctoral gowns 

are made with full, longer sleeves and faced with velvet from hem to neck and back. 
Doctoral gowns also carry three velvet bands around each sleeve above the elbow.

The Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota distinctive doctoral gown is worn  
by the graduates and regents. It is blue in honor of the university’s patroness.  

The logo is placed over the heart.

The light blue velvet on the hood represents education, while the red and white colors 
in the lining of the hood are the school colors.

Hoods vary in length with the degree. The lining of the hood identifies the university  
by its colors. The border of the hood indicates the academic discipline in which  

the degree is earned:

White: arts and letters, journalism 
Scarlet: theology
Purple: law
Green: medicine
Dark blue: philosophy
Yellow: science
Brown: architecture, fine arts
Pink: music
Lilac: dentistry

Orange: engineering
Olive: pharmacy
Light brown: business
Lemon yellow: library science
Light blue: education
Peacock blue: international affairs
Citron yellow: social work
Salmon pink: public health
Apricot: nursing
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SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
 Most Rev. Robert E. Barron, D.D., S.T.D.

Jennifer Baryl B’86

Matthew Bilski B’07

Brother Robert Bimonte, FSC

Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.
(President)

Robert Cerone B’75

Jerome Colletti B’69

Brother Jack Curran, FSC, Ph.D.

Brother Michael Fehrenbach, FSC 

Raffi Festekjian

Bobbie Gostout B’83, M.D.	

Roger S. Haydock B’67, J.D.

Saul Hernandez B’17 

Mark Jacobs

Brother Thomas Johnson, FSC

Julie Kaiser B’84, D.P.T.

Michael Laak B’77, J.D.
(Vice Chair)

Sarah Landman B’04, M’07

Brother Michael McGinniss, FSC, Ph.D.

Brother Michael O’Hern, FSC 

Shaun Powers

Terrance K. Russell B’76
(Chair)

Sandra Simon CST’72 
(Secretary)

Angela Steger B’76

Gregory Stevens B’74 
(Treasurer)

Ann Trauscht B’77, M.D.

Marcy Van Fossen, Ph.D.

TRUSTEES EMERITI
 Michael Dooley B’66

John Ehlert B’67

Michael Gostomski B’62

Paul Meyer B’64, J.D.

Mary Ann Remick CST’64

Joseph J. Ross B’67, J.D.

Loras “Red” Sieve B’60

David Thies B’59  
 
COUNCIL OF REGENTS

Robert Edwards B’00

Susan A. Fangel BSN’19, M’08

Janice M. Johnson, Ph.D. 

Craig Junker M’96, D’05

Matt Mahmood

Amanda Ziebell Mawanda

Hamid Quraishi

Jill Reilly, Ed.D.

Keith Ryskoski

Tim Weir

Kathy R. Wilde M’92
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NATIONAL ANTHEM
Words by Francis Scott Key

	 Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light
	 What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
	 Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,
	 O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
	 And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
	 Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
	 Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
	 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

ALMA MATER
For the community of Saint Mary’s University past, present, and future

Words and music by Patrick M. O’Shea, D.M.A.

© 2002 Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 	 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED




