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COMMENCEMENT  
CONVOCATION

 
January 25, 2025

10:00 a.m.
Orchestra Hall 

1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN

Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.  
President of Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 

Presiding

Susan Hines D’07, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Academic Affairs — 

Minneapolis, Rochester, Online  
Master of Ceremonies

 
SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA  

SCHOOLS OF GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 
MINNEAPOLIS CAMPUS
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PRELUDE

Copper Street Brass

PROCESSIONAL

Copper Street Brass

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Susan Hines D’07, Ed.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Copper Street Brass

INVOCATION

Marisa Naryka, Ed.D.
Vice President for Mission and Ministry

WELCOME

Gregory Stevens B’74
Chair, Board of Trustees

REFLECTIONS

Passion Springfield 
Master of Social Work

Jodi Leuer 
Master of Business Administration

Bryan Lawrence Kruelle
Doctor of Education in Leadership

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

Mary Jacobs, M.A. 
Associate Dean of Business and Technology

Michael Hahn, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean of Education

Susan Jarosak, M.Ed.
Associate Dean of Health and Human Services

AWARDING OF DEGREES

 Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.

ALMA MATER

Members of the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers  
Copper Street Brass

BENEDICTION

Marisa Naryka, Ed.D.
Vice President for Mission and Ministry

RECESSIONAL

Copper Street Brass

POSTLUDE

Copper Street Brass

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
ACCOUNTING
Deneen Marie Nagel
Brady Jon Nelson

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Edith Alison Anderson 
Dana Elizabeth Ashenden 
Catheryn Delores Bloom
Sara Marie Fitterer 
Mindy Ann Gadke
Joseph John Heinz
Mason Matthew Holzer
Ethan Cole Hubbart
Benjamin Dean Kane
Erica Renee Kantola
Jennifer Lee Kerr
Jordon A. Kinney
Brendon Charles Miller
Nicole Marie Ostby
Scott Roger Peterson
Benjamin James Wagenbach
Sydney Margaret Walton

CRIMINAL JUSTICE LEADERSHIP
Cody Shane Affolter
Kyle William Curtiss
Andrew Douglas Forsman
Tracy Ann Gross
Nicholas Joseph Loperfido
Robert Paul Strand
Brian Tauzell
Ashley Leigh Urban 
Jonathan Adam Wenzel

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Safiya Abdi Aden
Jaime Caro
Michael Lee Chuderski
Rania Emran
Shalea Aleeyse Johnson
Shontel Jones

Jodi Ann Christian Leichner
Kathryn Marie Mensink
Sami Joquet Mohr
Aireanna Jalen Lee Steele
Julie Ann Whetstone

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Jagat Bahadur Khadka
Zakariye Khaliif 
Garret Steven Nelson

MASTER OF ARTS
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Sheniesha Natasha Amsterdam
Tawana Carter
Amanda Kay Chose
Morgan Kathleen Dennistoun
Natassja Jeann Goettsch
Tina Nkaujzoo Kue
Katherine Rose Laudenbach
Charity Chantel Muller
Katy Marie Price
Shyann Marie Salverda
Betsabe Saucedo
Emily Marie Scofield

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Naomi Ruth Bouska
Katie Rose Brettin
Nicole Elizabeth Drennan
Amanda Maureen Fernandez-Anderson
Angelyn Fontanez
Amanda Sue Johnson 
Melanie Johnson
Kayla Nicole Neville
Geofrey Seme Nyanyuki
Brianna Marie Pezon
Katrice Ree Sisson
Rachel Maria Stack
Natalie Wimbush
Katrina Lee Wood

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
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PHILANTHROPY AND DEVELOPMENT

Kim Katherine Cassar Torreggiani 

Ellen E. Heydon

Lori J. Quinn 

Whitney Jewel Springston

Shannon Leigh Watts 

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Erin E. Baxter

Belma Bektas

Wendy Lynn Broderson

Erica Marie Cassada

Taylor Philip Chorney

Hundara Jote Dinka

Nicholas Scott Dyson

Garrett Scott Eide

Pamela Perkins Freeman

Lucia Gama Lopez

Allison Johnston Gannon

Joseph C. Gargaro

Alexandra Shellaine Harber

Idil Ismail Hashi

Sergio Hidalgo

Lynn Holzworth

Haley Marie Hudson

Jefrina Jayaraj

Travis Tyson Karlin

Aaron A. Kibirige

Jodi Lynn Leuer

Justin Jamaal Linton

Mohamed Abdullah Mohamed

Kiel Molina Mercado

Kevin James Mulligan
Angela S. Myhre Pozanc 

Jackson Nauss

Rebecca Therese Nelson

Ahmed Dahir Noor

Maya Diana Achieng Onyango

Cody Dean Peterson

Shahrukh Punjwani

Bridget Jane Raehsler

Conner Michael Rippie

Peter Robert Schwartz

Tristika Shantell Small

Nolan Anton Summerfield

Susan Marie Taylor

Alejandro Quitzé Valdez

Stephanie Susan Van Kleeck

Bret James Wernlund

MASTER OF SCIENCE
ACCOUNTANCY 

Jessica Renee Bunch

ACCOUNTING 

Jenny Marie Appenzeller

Jacob A. Benedict 

Marcus Carley

Alexander Scott Frost

Hayley Nicole Hendrickson

Mikayla MacNally

Harrison Ikenna Nwaife

Nickolaus Paul Perlt

Yolande Delali Saboutey

Fatima Jagne Saine

Sarah Elizabeth Schumacher

Natalie Ann Shellum

Nina Thao

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE AND  
DATA ANALYTICS

Soad Ahmed

Devyn Jewell Akowicz

Adel Adeib Alyafi

Anya A. Bork 

Olawale Gbenato Cadmus 

Tamira Rae Carter

Sapin Sagar Dahal

Matthew John DeMay

Christopher Lee Evers

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
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Logan Kay Garman-Brink
Jaime L. Johnson
Geoffrey Stephen Robert Jordan
Georges Junior Lauture
Samuel Allen McKinven
Lisette Chanelle Moon
Tara Elizabeth Nagy
Craig Anthony Roger
Hjalmaar Brady Rose 
Brad Jonathan Smucker
Nicole Marie Stegmeier
Patricia Sumoza Vickers
Paul Surijahardja

CYBERSECURITY
Koffi Dodzi Adjogble
Eteline Fundum Chindo
John W. Evans
Bariture Idee-Igboh
Amara Komara
Melissa Ann Miller
Nkem Nkwi Morfaw
Melvin Nya Payekar 
Flaubert Zinkia Zinkia

DATA INTELLIGENCE AND  
GEOANALYTICS
Michael Joseph Heing
Jesse Dean Lott
Erik Robert Madland
Muhammed Sameer Uddin

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Christine Helen Chasco
Chelsea Nichole DeBeer
Amy Marie Fjerstad
Brian Andrew Franz
Melissa C. Gonnord 
Orachatr Julasook
Eric M. Sand
Austin Timm
Bekabil Tolassa
Edith Ebere Ujuagu

DOCTOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Klark Y. Alomassor

An Investigation Into Possible Correlation 
Between Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Sustainability, and Brand Reputation in the 
Financial Sector in the United States From 
2014-2023

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

 Michelle Ijeoma Anyadioha

The Relationship Between Gender and Startup 
Outcomes in Developing Economies: A Focus 
Study on Nigeria, 2014-2019

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

Pauline R. Bradford

Exploring Self-Determination: An Inquiry Into 
STEM Participation Rates and Undergraduates’ 
Pursuit of Mentorship at PWIs and HBCUs 
Between 2010-2020

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

Issam A. El Salibi

The Impact Between Debt and Profit Financial 
Ratios and the Capital Structure of the Firm

	 Dr. Antar Salim	  
	 Dissertation Chair

Olatunbosun Junaid

A Comparative Analysis of the Impact of  
Socio-Economic Factors on the Inflow of 
Foreign Direct Investment Across Different 
Political Systems in Nigeria Between 1983-2015

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

Nicholas James Parker

An Inquiry into Stem Participation Rates and 
Undergraduates’ Pursuit of Mentorship at PWIs 
and HBCUs Between 2010-2020

	 Dr. Antar Salim 
	 Dissertation Chair

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
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MASTER OF ARTS

EDUCATION
Rouhyla Mohammad Aasar
Dalal Bader Abutaleb
Leah Aeilts
Aroub T. M. Abu Ali Al Eisheh
Farah Fathi Al Fakeh
Nada Ghanim Al Musallam
Sharifa Abdullah Al Najjar
Amal Tayseer Al Saqqa
Muneerah Fahad Aladwani
Baraa Akef Ali
Maryan Mohamed Ali
Enas Fawaz Alkadiri
Maryam AlMousawi
Shadan Khalifa Alsaqer
Ghezlan Altashah 
Farah Fadhel Alturki
Clive Ross Andrews
Tiffaney Lynn Avery
Randa Ayesh
Jennifer Therese Bania
Robert Donald Beale 
Teenina Marlaine Beck
Darion D. Bentley
Muhammed Bhaila
Lisa Marie Blatz
Stuart William Bolsover
Karlee Ann Brennan
Bartlomiej Brzezicki
Chris Allen Burdine
Scott Lewis Carnahan
Shadeene Carter
Matthew John Casper
Vincenzo Cecchi
Zulma Liliana Chafloque
Jordan Clark
Jasmine Naasue Ethel Coker
Porsha DeVonshaye Cooper
Breonna Covington
Antonette Cross
Grace Elizabeth Dahm
Naoual Dahiba 
Bailey Louise Davis
Brishauna Davis
Dawn Kimberly Donovan
Lindsay Dale Drangeid
Samah Dridi

Amy Esther Durham
Tasneem Ehab ElSayed 
Mahmoud El Sayed
Ola Ali Elkadri
Dana Elostaz
Lama Tareq Ihssan Elostaz
Natasha Elizabeth Feghali
Tasneem Gamieldien
Rana Ghaleb 
Ariata Ghazanfari 
Branden Govender
Brianna Ashley Hagmann
Fatuma Hashi
Sara Gamal Hassan
Michael William Heydenrych 
Walaa Suleiman Mohammad Hindi
Sana Ahmad Hojeij
Alexandra Robin Hominick
Muna Hassan Jama
Jason Monroe Johnson
Albert Jones
Rola Hani Kais 
Lilian Tarek Khatib
Fatemeh Khezrati
Dialla Khreis
Nivine Khodo Labban 
Elton John Levingston
Donna-Jean Lotz
Sage Darren Magele
Emily Marie Meier
Pravania Amila Moodley
Lizett Moses
Leslie William John Moskaliuk
Leah Dawn Moskaliuk
Preona Naicker
Jessica Lee Nesbitt
Thomas Ngo
Jenine Oberholzer
Juanita Oosthuizen
Lisa Jean Pritchard 
Sara Elizabeth Radtke
Safiya Rajab
Roxanne Rene Reddy
Brianna Grace Robson
Rana Sarieddine
Sara Tarek Sharaf El DIn
Lydia LeeAnn Sheneman
McKenzie Leigh Slama
Jason Ezra Slawinski

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Bianca Strydom
Rhonda Pauline Toleafoa
Anna Magaretha van der Westhuizen
Abigail Simone Webster-Froome
Elizabeth Margaret Wenner
Elizabeth Ann Westom

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Jonah Conway
Michael William Cunningham
Kayla Rosalene Dahms
Darren P. Davis Jr.
Jessica Lynn Donahue
Casey Thomas Dudley
Taylor Ann Eckhart
Edward R. Friesen
Erica Jana’e Harmon
Kalley Hellman
Rebekah Gayle Hirt
Kendra Leah Hoag
Jacob Lambrecht
Paige E. Larson
Justin Anthony LaValle
Gaonang Lee
Kelle Karr Nitchie
Sara Rae Richert
Connor Ross
Kenzie Kathleen Schroeder
Nathan Arthur Wradislavsky
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Angela Mae Arant
Laura Ann Mohs
Magdaline Rose McDonald
Laura Janette Miesen

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Matthew Lloyd Crase
Sarah McKenzie Dorobek
Christina Alexis Newland
Kevin Edward Raasch
Britney Lyn Sula 
Paige Thomsen

TEACHING
Erin Angela Anderson 
Jennifer Brooke Anderson
Kelsey Jo Antonich
Grete Anne Bluhm
Thomas Benjamin Curvis
James Kpanai Dawolo 

Corey Martin Douglas
Christopher John Geurink 
Michele Lynn Graves
Sabrina Leigh Greene 
Sarah Jane Hall
Ana Herrera Johnson
Brianna Marie Lucas 
Michelle Lynn Lucas
Thomas Robert O’Donnell
Kevin Rahn Olson
Danica Ann Rueb
Maria Angela Sauer
Shannon McIntyre Schuver
Jonathan Charles Shepard
Erica L. Swanson 
Sara Jane Westman

MASTER OF EDUCATION

LEARNING DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Alison Marie Ackerman
Lindsey Bernier
David Andrew Clark
Laura Elizabeth Kasey
Ryan Larson
Sarah N. Salo
Lindsay Marie Stark
Tia Christine Weatherz

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION —
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
Kristen Elaine Lancaster

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION — 
K-12 PRINCIPAL
Regina Marie Ausmus
Corey Lee Barfknecht
Todd Mitchell Bertram
Matthew Gregory Captain
Bryan Glenn Carey
Nicole Kristine Erickson
Mackenzi Fadness
Kayelee Alison Freeman
Teresa Ann Gloppen
Tyler James Glynn
Tiffany Lynn Grams Farkas
Cory Aaron Hanson
Christine J. Hulsebus
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Tyler Kraska
Joseph Lopez
Janie Katherine Mckenney
Kristine Marie Melgar
Anna Marie Nagle
Taylor Johanna Rub
Emily Claire Rudolph
Jenna Maria Camp Scheevel
Kari E. Solarz
Daniel Oliver VanWinkle
Martine Anne Walker

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION —
SUPERINTENDENT
Nicholas Stanley Jurrens

EDUCATION SPECIALIST
EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION
Carole Beth Charlson
Amie DuFresne 
Virginia Sherrill Enfield
Jay Charles Lepper

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE
Eric Erlandson
Gretchen Mara Nelson
Sonya Lee Zuker

LEADERSHIP

Kerryl Elsie Greenwood-Quaintance

A Case Study of Job Family Employee  
Resource Groups

	 Dr. Shannon Cisewski 
	 Dissertation Chair

Nicole Marie Johnson

Does a Student with Strong Self-Identity  
Show Resilience

	 Dr. Matt Nowakowski 
	 Dissertation Chair

Bryan Lawrence Kruelle

Building Police Response Systems That 
Effectively Address Mental Health Concerns: 
An Assessment of a Suburban Minnesota 
Embedded Police Social Worker Program

	 Dr. Jack McClure 
	 Dissertation Chair

Brian Louis Kusek

The Lived Experience of Catholic Identity 
Outside of the Classroom: A Qualitative 
Exploration of Prioritization, Implementation, 
and Impact Within Catholic Higher Education

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam 
	 Dissertation Chair

Melissa Kay McGuire

The Training of the Administrative Assistant 
on Trust in the School Principal: A Quantitative 
Study

	 Dr. Yvette Pye 
	 Dissertation Chair

Rustam Yusif Musevi

Exploring the Lived Experience of the First 
Generation of Azerbaijani Immigrants Living 
in the Upper Midwest of the USA During The 
44-Day War Between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
in 2020

	 Dr. Susan Hines 
	 Dissertation Chair

Edison Odongo Nadebu

Exploring Career Transition: The Lived 
Experiences of Kenyan-Born Immigrants in 
the US Who Transitioned to Careers in Data 
Analytics Through Accelerated Training and 
Mentorship Program in West South-Central 
United States

	 Dr. Paul Kotz 
	 Dissertation Chair

David Andrew Powell

The Lived Experience of Jamaican Secondary 
School Board Members

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam 
	 Dissertation Chair

Saidiyo Mohamed Yusuf

The Perception on Mental Health and the 
Treatment Methods Among Immigrant Somali  
in Minnesota: An Ethnographic Study

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam 
	 Dissertation Chair

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY

Nawal Mohamed Abdirahman

Katie Lin Hammond

Amy Marie Kilburg

Cameron J. Knopf

Emily Marie Nack

Kari Jean Vogt

HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT

Sabah Abdullahi Abdi 

Sajida Fateha Ahmed

Megan Amundson

Lacey Teresa Berning

Michelle Lynn Dempsey

Cynthia Janeth Gullickson

Fawsiya Mohamed Maow 

Stacy Schultz 

Monica Edith Sosa Arriaza

Alexa Noelle Yang

Amy Yang

Michael Timothy Youngren

PUBLIC HEALTH

Siman Nuurali

MASTER OF ARTS

COUNSELING AND  
PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES

Maya Abdul-Jelil Abdella

Amanda Michelle Acevedo

Taiwo H. Akinola

Christopher Richard Allen

Erik Bjorn Anderson-Hermann

Kristi Marie Anderson 

Rhiannon Arkala

Cate Danielle Beck

Morgan V. Berggren

Zoe Spencer Bernard

Rachael Ann Blais

Stephanie C. Clausen-Stout

Kaelyn Whitney Dagon

Isabella Grace del Castillo

Zachariah Devereux

Kathryn M. Ericson

Leora LaVon Erlandson

Natalie Marie Fafinski

Olivia Anne Falken

Karly Grace Fischer

Nadia Jean Vostad Garavito

Joseph Jerome Graves

Carly Marie Hansen

William Harry Harris

Jordan Gavin Horniak

Samantha Jo Johns

Sarah Lynn Johnson

Shelly Kang

Samantha Christine Kinney

Kristi Marie Klinger

Susan Juntunen Knight 

Maryclaire Mae Kocha

Miranda Jo Specht Korpela

Rafael L. Lewis

Linnaea Marie Lindahl

Jenna Margaret Marklevits

Josiane Marly da Silva

Celia Kathryn McCoy

Nolan M. Meyer

Nasro Mohamud 

Samira Mohamud

Celine Louise Moos

Alicia Beth Ogard

Taylor Danielle Olson

Haley Petersen

Catherine Price

Hannah Clare Ricks

Kate E. Rillo

Megan Laurel Rod

Caressa Louise Rode

Rebecca Sue Rosario
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David Joshua Ruess

Salma Abdiaziz Sayid

Sarah Teibel Seema

Ryan Shea

Grace Anne Shimek

Nadina Singh

JaLena LaChe Slaughter

Ashley Marie Snyder

Lisa Marie Starks

Hannah Teresa Stegeman

Joy M. Strunk

Roberta Marie Svare

Ursula Nydia Swaray

Trevor Arthur Wagner

Kristen Elizabeth Ward

Laura Hamilton Waxman

Amanda Ann Westpfahl 

Ella May Windel

Christopher George Woelfel

Mai Yee Xiong

Maliwan Xiong

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SERVICES AND GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
IN ADDICTION STUDIES

Taylor Tatiyana Bennett

Jason Thomas Brethorst

Angela K. English

Nicole Fraser

Abigail R. Hillyer

Katelyn Jo Kayoum

Joy Kwai-lyn Langenburg

Kaitlyn Elizabeth Matteson

Erin Patrice Sargent

Kendall Chase Stow

Mai Neng Vang

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION

Janet Abimbola Festus

Angela Grace Jabs

Destiny Jean Mancheski

Jacob Michael Meyer 

Roseline Momo

Charmaine Annette Young

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

Lauren Ashley Barnes 

Anthony Dvorak

Thomas Redington Galbraith 

Xiaochen Ge

Amy Kathleen Griffiths Tori

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

PUBLIC HEALTH

Immanuella N. Asong-Morfaw

Courtney Ann Baird

Edna T. Garcia-Kelley

Julie Ann Meyer Hanks

Emily Rose Tahlier 

Edward Tea 

Liachia Melissa Thao

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

SOCIAL WORK

Fowsiyo Aden Abdulle

Sado Mustafa Ahmed

Caryl Yvonne Anderson

Brittany Lynn Baker

Robert Scott Baker

Candace Jean Ballstadt

Slyvine M. Bamba

QuNeshia Redell Elnora Brewer

Whitney Jane Bundy

Madeline Rae Constance Chermack

Taylor Morgan Covlin

Kathryn Rebecca De Vore

Corie Ashlyn Deraas

Angelina Viola Diaz-Campbell

Alyssa Jane Dobmeier

Elizabeth Kay Donovan

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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Joshua Tyler Drummond

Rachel Marie Ellison 

Baylee Jo Engquist

Brittany Marie Erickson

Abdulkhaaliq Ali Farah

Kelly Ann Fillman

Elizabeth Mei-Ling Fong

Kaitlin Frank 

Briana Garcia-Saldana

Jessica Yasmin Gomez

Sage Goodman

Ileigh Danielle Gorham 

Najad A. Haji

Tara Anne Hanson

Brooke Anne Heim

Ashley M. Heskett

Daniele Erin Hodkiewicz

Sophia Moira Hohler

Tianna Leigh Homan-Arndt 

Anna Rose Josephine Hoover

Lisa Marie Howard

Abdirisaq Ibrahim

Regan Elizabeth Ihlenfeld

Jake Paul Johnson

Rachel Dawn Johnson

Marissa E. Kohl

Kendra Ann Konkel

Cecilia Lara

Sarah Nicole LaSota

Te’Neil Jean Lee

Evelin Yadira Luna Vazquez

Sheilah Lundin

Kayla Ann Mady

Kendall Mae Mager

Melanie Katheryn Marana

Megan Elisabeth Martinez

Isabela Clemente Mastel

Brittany Barbara Mattoon

Danielle Marie McGrane

Stephanie Lee Meittunen

Wendy Grace Moffett 

Rahma Mohamed 

Safiya Abdirahman Mohamed

Sudi Ali Mohamed

Nina Noel Mork

Jenee Michelle Munro

Miranda Murgasen

Anesia Nahimana Ndikubwimana

Anastasia Nolt

Jennifer Lynn OConnor

Danielle Marie Pappas

Andrea Shea Paradis

Rachael Anne Parmelee

Courtney Rose Popowski

Sheena Lee Possin

Keyanna Przybilla-Tucker

Heather Ashley Roby

Asher Stoen Rooks

Anna Lee Schmitz

Passion Springfield

Samantha Jo Stangl

Lyndsey Marie Statz

Skye Noelle Summers

Cassandra Ann Swenson

Raquel Tebeh Tacuz

Jinnet Franchesca Vidal

Rebecca Ann Washa

Samantha Elise Wilson

Barbara Yang

Susan Yang

Maria Blanca Quiamco Yartzoff

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

MISSION

Enriched by the Lasallian Catholic heritage,  
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota awakens, nurtures, and empowers learners  

to ethical lives of service and leadership.  
 

VISION

Grounded in its Lasallian Catholic identity, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota  
is a nationally ranked transformational and innovative university  

with a global footprint. Saint Mary’s graduates gain the advanced knowledge,  
skills, and critical-thinking abilities necessary to be lifelong learners,  

successful workers, good neighbors, and ethical citizens  
that ensure Saint Mary’s standing as a well-known top-tier national university  

preparing tomorrow’s leaders.

ACADEMIC DRESS

The academic costume worn today originated in the Middle Ages when gowns and 
hoods kept scholars and clerics warm. The distinctive gown served to set the student 

apart from fellow citizens, giving birth to the expression “town and gown.”

Until after the Civil War, students at most American universities wore caps and gowns 
daily. They varied in design, and while an attempt was made in 1894 by the American 

Intercollegiate Commission to standardize the color of robes, distinctive colors  
continue to be used by institutions, usually at the doctoral level.

Academic gowns tell the observer the degree which the wearer has earned: bachelor’s 
gowns have pointed sleeves; master’s gowns have long, closed sleeves; doctoral gowns 

are made with full, longer sleeves and faced with velvet from hem to neck and back. 
Doctoral gowns also carry three velvet bands around each sleeve above the elbow.

The Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota distinctive doctoral gown is worn  
by the graduates and regents. It is blue in honor of the university’s patroness.  

The logo is placed over the heart.

The light blue velvet on the hood represents education, while the red and white colors 
in the lining of the hood are the school colors.

Hoods vary in length with the degree. The lining of the hood identifies the university  
by its colors. The border of the hood indicates the academic discipline in which  

the degree is earned:

White: arts and letters, journalism 
Scarlet: theology
Purple: law
Green: medicine
Dark blue: philosophy
Yellow: science
Brown: architecture, fine arts
Pink: music
Lilac: dentistry

Orange: engineering
Olive: pharmacy
Light brown: business
Lemon yellow: library science
Light blue: education
Peacock blue: international affairs
Citron yellow: social work
Salmon pink: public health
Apricot: nursing
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SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
 Most Rev. Robert E. Barron, D.D., S.T.D.

Jennifer Baryl B’86

Matthew Bilski B’07

Brother Robert Bimonte, FSC

Very Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.
(President)

Robert Cerone B’75

Jerome Colletti B’69
(Treasurer)

Brother Jack Curran, FSC, Ph.D.

Brother Michael Fehrenbach, FSC 

Bobbie Gostout B’83, M.D.	

Roger S. Haydock B’67, J.D.

Mark Jacobs

Brother Thomas Johnson, FSC

Julie Kaiser B’84, D.P.T.

Michael Laak B’77, J.D.
(Vice Chair)

Sarah Landman B’04, M’07

Brother Michael O’Hern, FSC 

Shaun Powers

Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, Ed.D. 

Sandra Simon CST’72 
(Secretary)

Angela Steger B’76

Gregory Stevens B’74 
(Chair)

Ann Trauscht B’77, M.D.

Marcy Van Fossen, Ph.D.

TRUSTEES EMERITI
 Michael Dooley B’66

John Ehlert B’67

Michael Gostomski B’62

Paul Meyer B’64, J.D.

Mary Ann Remick CST’64

Joseph J. Ross B’67, J.D.

Loras “Red” Sieve B’60

David Thies B’59  
 
COUNCIL OF REGENTS

Robert Edwards B’00

Susan A. Fangel BSN’19, M’08

Janice M. Johnson, Ph.D. 

Craig Junker M’96, D’05

Matt Mahmood

Amanda Ziebell Mawanda

Hamid Quraishi

Jill Reilly, Ed.D.

Keith Ryskoski

Tim Weir

Kathy R. Wilde M’92
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NATIONAL ANTHEM
Words by Francis Scott Key

	 Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light
	 What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
	 Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,
	 O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
	 And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
	 Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
	 Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
	 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

ALMA MATER
For the community of Saint Mary’s University past, present, and future

Words and music by Patrick M. O’Shea, D.M.A.

© 2002 Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 	 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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