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COMMENCEMENT  
CONVOCATION

 
May 30, 2026

9:30 a.m.
Orchestra Hall 

1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN

Ann E. Merchlewitz, J.D. 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel

 Presiding

Paul Christensen ’11, Ed.D. 
Acting Vice President for Academic Affairs

Master of Ceremonies

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA  
SCHOOLS OF GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 

MINNEAPOLIS CAMPUS
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PRELUDE

Copper Street Brass

PROCESSIONAL

Copper Street Brass

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Paul Christensen ’11, Ed.D. 
Acting Vice President for Academic Affairs

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Members of the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers  
Copper Street Brass

INVOCATION

Brother Robert J. Smith, FSC ’76, Ph.D.
Senior Vice President for University Initiatives and Special Advisor to the President

Executive Director, Hendrickson Institute for Ethical Leadership

WELCOME

Roger S. Haydock B’67, J.D.
Chair, Board of Trustees

REFLECTIONS

Kirthica Dutta
Master of Business Administration

Hector Alonso Mendoza 
Master of Arts in Counseling and Psychological Services

Pang Ter Heurh Vang
Doctor of Education in Leadership

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION
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REMARKS

Ann E. Merchlewitz, J.D
Senior Vice President and General Counsel

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

Andrew LaMere, M.A.
Director of Adult Undergraduate Programs, School of Advancing Studies

Mary Jacobs, M.A.
Associate Dean, School of Business and Technology

Michael Hahn, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, School of Education

Susan Jarosak, M.Ed.
Associate Dean, School of Health and Human Services

AWARDING OF DEGREES

 Ann E. Merchlewitz, J.D.
Senior Vice President and General Counsel

ALMA MATER

Members of the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers  
Copper Street Brass

BENEDICTION

Brother Robert J. Smith, FSC ’76, Ph.D.
Senior Vice President for University Initiatives and Special Advisor to the President

Executive Director, Hendrickson Institute for Ethical Leadership

RECESSIONAL

Copper Street Brass

POSTLUDE

Copper Street Brass

SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
ACCOUNTING

Luke Gregory Ciolli 

Brittany Ann Dickey

Savanna Jeanine Duchek

Eric L. Linningham II

Said Hassan Roble

APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY

Sofia Abdirahman

Hamdiya I. Ahmat

Jason Allen

Nagmo Amoud

Tessa Rain Bradach

Nicole Marie Brandtner

Nichole Magdalena Grant

Najma Haji Jama

Phallika Korng

Joseph Lacek

Bekah Adeline McCann

Ruby Ann Mejia

Amy Ruana Thureen

Lia Anne Tipton

Jinger Kay Woodring

Israa Sadeq Zghair

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Abdikadir Joon Ahmed

Fuad Mohamed Ahmed

Said Hassan Ahmed

Amber Collins

Katherine Anna Sobotta Fagerlind

Grant Manning Haley

Zahra Hassan

Russell Harwood Koehler

Daisy Mwango Mairura

Christina Lynn Mart

Jade Lindsey Robertson-Longfellow

Vitaliy Alekseyevich Skrynnik

Maryann Victoria Sliva

Marissa Ann Torres

Matthew John Zarras

CRIMINAL JUSTICE LEADERSHIP

Carter James Abbott
Alyssa Marie Archer
Michael Leigh Beletti
Kevin Wyatt Carlson

HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT
Rebecca Ann Denny
Alicia Mildred Mary Ganser
Zahra Hassan
Amy Jean Heltemes
John Bindi Koroma
Natalie Marie Loeffler
Tasniim Mohamed
Debra Marie Wagner
Jessica Anne Wirz

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Justin Russell Ferguson
Samantha Fraune
Erick Sanders Howatt
Abdiwahab Sirad Mohamud
Saliou Dian Ngango

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Abdi Nebi Gemada
Moriba Keita
Alain Mabano Ngango
Joshua John Salsbury
Noah Michael Vidano
Bill Lee Xiong
Charles Fongtou Yang

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/ HUMAN 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Shannon Jo Adams 
Jennifer Dawn Scrabeck

SCHOOL OF ADVANCING STUDIES
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MASTER OF ARTS
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Varfee Guworgo Acquoi

Carroll Neyo Ornella Alihonou

Katherine Lizeth Castellanos

Brianna Jacqueline Eittreim-Davis

Priscilla Christine Harmon

Mercy Ada Idoko

Megan J. Koeller

Andrea Renee Malloy-Johnson

Janelli Vanessa Mikkelson

Lauren Alexa Overgaard

Laura  Penaloza Sanchez

Christine Marie Popper

Nina Roselain Romero-Salas

Jolene Marie Smisek

Sara Kathryn Sprattler

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Jenna Kaye Battaglia

Andrew Oliver Bishop

Katie J. Brown

Adrianna Roxanne Lugo

Justin Adam Padilla

Charleana M. Primeaux

PHILANTHROPY AND DEVELOPMENT

Letitia Golf Evans 

Kelly Ann McNamee 

Gentry Neil Sutton

Luke Laxia Vang

Jennifer Leigh Yardley

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Esther Olamide Adebanjo

Emily Elizabeth Kiehne Anderson

Blake Norman Arneson

Ribika Bhauju

Teanna Marie Britton

Allison Grace Burnham

Patrick V. Cook

Kirthica Dutta

Kelechi Fahnbulleh

Badou Saloum Gaye

Ross Michael Giel

Vanessa Annie Gopaul

Kevin Thomas Gorman

Ashley Elizabeth Gross

Marcie Haberman Mattson

Jami Lynn Henderson

Timothy Hiller

Alyssa Mae Hughes

Matthew S. Huynh

Shefali Jain

Erika M. Kim

Andrew Pattara Komenake Nones

Won Seok  Lee

Dalmar Mahamoud

Yasmin Mahmud

Leroy Masimba Mtengwa

Rose Waingeh Mubemsiimbom

Mechtilde Valerie-May Mude

Amenan Ruth Esther Ouattara

Vanessa Kay Rokhman

Michell Andrea Sanchez Gonzalez

Kelly Ann Schamberger

Kathryn Suzanne-Klevan Scharnweber

Joel Schroeder

Thomas Daniel Schulzetenberg

Sarah Elizabeth Selly

Jessica C. Thompson

Michelle Tran

Sea Vang

Kyle T. Walker

Mary Mayly Xiong

Malyun A. Yahye

Amy Yang

Mao Yang

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY



6

MASTER OF SCIENCE
ACCOUNTING 

Joel Berling
Gloria Azonimogho Ebiye
Kevin Michael Herrick
Carly Ann Johnson
Crystal Joan King
Olive Lorraine Long
McKinley Ann Lyonais
Lynn Majiwa
Katherine Elizabeth McMullen
Sara Elise Nevison
Maryan Abdullahi Salad
Tasneem Hassan Shire

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE AND  
DATA ANALYTICS

Jessica Rae Albrecht
Jennifer Adowa Djan Amoako
Michael Amundson
Dana M. Belcher
Nicolle Michelle Curtright
Rita Katherine Czapko
Deidre-Ann Dunn
Jessica M. Ehlers
Aidan Gray Erickson
John D. Jimenez
Desire’ Josephine Johnson
Victoria Lynn McGuire
Emmanuel Ogochukwu Onwuegbuzie
Ashlea Rae Pinder
Abebe Asfawu Shobe
Dereje Beyene Tesema
Irina Tkalenko
Sam Van Tran
Nancy Elizabeth Villanueva
Michael David Vo
Lee Xiong
Penny Marie Ybarra
Sundus Abdullahi Yusuf

CYBERSECURITY

Abdikalik Abdulqadir Abdulahi
Oluwatimilehin Olabode Daramola
Kou Faith Dolomengi
Gisele Efon
Noor Elalami
Miranda Mokia Fomonyuy
Samira Susan Fomonyuy Kibula
Andrew Lewis French
Chenhui Hu
Demarcus Antoine Lindsey
Nicholas James Marentic
Rodo Abdi Mohamed
Zachary Thomas Nagorski
Ilyas Mohamed Nur
Jessica C. Puma
Anna E. Schmitz
Shelton James Thelusme
Geoffrey Mickey Wilson Sr.

DATA INTELLIGENCE AND  
GEOANALYTICS

Vishnu Tharika Balaji 
Feisal Shakir Gedi
Burhan Abdullahi Hassan
Harshitha Krishnapuram Thirumala
Robert N. Liebhart

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Femi Joseph Daramola
Thao Vuong Thanh Hong
Kaitlin Marie Kornovich
Pamela Yvette Powell
Lauren Anne Somers Gilmer
Muna Warsame Warfa

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY

DOCTOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Albert Kwamie Aflakpi
Emotional Intelligence and Conflict Management 
Style Among Managers in Ghana 
	 Dr. Raj Beekie
 	 Dissertation Chair 

Firazer T. Andarge
Institutional Size and Mission Drift Among 
U.S. Microfinance Institutions: A Quantitative 
Correlational Study 
	 Dr. Raj Beekie
 	 Dissertation Chair 

Cosley Chidinma Ichekwai
Factors Influencing Healthcare Delivery for 
African Immigrants in Minnesota: The Case of 
Nigeria 
	 Dr. Raj Beekie
 	 Dissertation Chair 

Eric Michael Tacl

National Innovation Capability Enablers and
Outcomes, Corruption, and Progression to
Higher Stages of CBDC Adoption

	 Dr. Raj Beekie
 	 Dissertation Chair

Aniekan Imeh Udoh

Internal Theft in U.S. Retail: Relationship 
between Loss Prevention, Organizational 
Factors, and Employee Theft

	 Dr. Raj Beekie 
	 Dissertation Chair
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MASTER OF ARTS
EDUCATION

McKenna A. Amundson
Robyn Rae Bickler
Chloe Genae Cederstrom
Samantha Cooper
Julia Rose Danielson
Kaitlyn Debora Jean DeBeer
Michele J. Dimaira
Kara Jewel Elliott
Melanie Ann Ellison
Julian Anthony Elorduy IV
Nathan Timothy Goltz
Jenna Lee M. Gustafson
Bryanna Jo Hampton
Amy Elizabeth Harker
Keanna Shaylee Hartzell
Emily M. Henderson
Muna Bashir Hussein
Muna Jama
Samantha Ellen Kiwus
Sidney Koeller
Kamila M. Kuchta
Laura Ann Larson
Jennifer Lynn Lawrence
Stephanie Kay Lenway
Terra M. Lieser
Erin Lindsay
Gregory Joseph Lomonico
Jason Paul Louwagie
Nicholas Donald Mason
Jacob Adam Massmann
Michelle Poincot Monteiro
Benjamin Terance Olson
Brittany Maureen O’Neill
Sarah Katherine Pethan
Catherine Georgeanna Pierpont
Cole Cameron Rollins
Logan Robert Ross
Cory James Schmidt
Ryan Andrew Schnaith
Britney Schwing
Victoria Armandina Shier
Sarah Marie Smith
Steven Andrew Torres
Spencer Tracy Udeen
Shalom Ugonna Uwaezuoke
Sophia Catherine Vogel

Madison Marie Weingart
Nia Janelle White
Kayla Wolf

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Casey Jordan Anderson
Juan Manuel Hernandez Bernal
Ellyn Marie Beulke
Aimee Camille Boone
Abdurahman Bootaan
Madeline Jean Brunner
Jama Abdirizak Bulhan
Kristen J. Burton
Michael Nowel Catterall II
MaryKate Ciszak
Josephine Marie Corradi
Brady Felth
Darby Grengs
MacKenzie Nathaniel Hill
Brianna Elizabeth Hollenkamp
Lauren M. Jandro
Rachel Adaire Johnston
Julia Cathleen Jones
Oliver Kao
Amy Jo Kolars
Andrew Michael Marod
Kenan La’trell Moore
Katrina Iseni Perez
Chad Michael Prigge
Mario Massie Reese
Jordan Riley Rossi
Keith X. Simms
Shyanne Nachole Thomas
Abby Ann Walker 
Samuel James Wilson

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Michael James Lindgren 
Johanna Charlotte Ruby

TEACHING

Lindsey Bouffleur
Drew James Erickson
Samuel James Gerdts
Trisha Hoeger
Julie Marie Kirkpatrick
Matison Julie Matz
Shelby Rae Teal
Pamela Welters

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION — 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
Kathleen M. Cooney

EDUCATION SPECIALIST
EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION
Jama Abdullahi 
Sahro Jama Abdullahi 
Johannah Marie Arndt
Danielle Carol Berry
Anne Marie Bolstad
Andrea Fuerst Brott
Mark Ronald Bruemmer
Melissa Rae Bullerman
Anna Burchett
Shannon Marie Campbell
Molly Nicole Carter
Margaret Byron Dawson
Jennifer Elaine DeBoer
Kayla Marie DeJong
Callie Elizabeth Den Hartog
Aaron Wayne DenHartog
Ndeye Fatou Diahame
Amany Maher Elaraby
Jason Robert Eldridge
Shae Kathleen Elliott
Jasmine L. Ellis
Virginia Sherrill Enfield
Lisa M. Engbrecht
Kevin Fitton
Kyle Foster
Christopher Lawson Gamble
Tiffany Lynn Grams
Traci Dee Gray
Jaime Elizabeth Hanratty
Jason Edwin Harper
Darby S. Hartman
Carolyn Catherine Hasek
Leila Mohamed Hassan
Charlene Janelle Hasz
Samuel Hines
Cora Kathryn Huber
Camielle Ann Hughes
Tyler Jachim
Reid Jackowick
Cindy Lily Jambor-Wolf
Lauren Elizabeth Johnsen
Nicole Kahler Johnston
Amelia Kappers

John Christopher Landkamer
Amanda Ruth Lee
Molly Martha Leifeld
Molly Jean Lindquist
Joseph Matthew Lopez
Wendy Jane Lorenz-Walraven
Carin Elizabeth Lunneborg
Angela Kay McAndrews
Jill E. McLean
Michael Emmet Moch
Bradley Carl Nelson
Justine Victoria Nelson-Boettcher
Carissa Gail Nielsen
Kristina Ann Hill Otten
Kahler Ann Petersen
Jessica Lane Peterson
Tara Christine Precht
Amanda Lynn Robl
Cassandra L. Rogers
Taylor Johanna Rub
Eric Berrum Sandberg
Sarah Noel Sandberg
Allison Faith Schultz
Kristine Ann Schwartz
Audrey Solaja
Kristine Elizabeth Spangler
John Hyde Stokes
Sarah Marie Striemer
Gregory Sullivan
Shannon Deborah Swanson
Cynthia Sue Swenson
Laurel Kelsey Tomandl
Stephanie JoNelle Torczon-Essien
Jacob Dale Tyson
Siri Vollan
Steffani Jane Weekly
Kevin Wilson
Crystal Marie Wolfgram

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Jennifer Ann Allen
Kathryn Schmitz Barr
Katherine Eileen Louella Buhr
Jessica Marie Cabeen
Andrew Viengpheth Daoheuang
Anne Catherine Erickson
Sarah Beth Hoerler
Kadra Mursal Jama
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

LEADERSHIP

John Thomas Beleford II
Employees Lived Experience When  
Required to Return to Work Post-Pandemic: 
Phenomenology Study

	 Dr. Yvette Pye
	 Dissertation Chair

Michael James Breunig

An Experimental Study on the Impact of 
Peyton’s Four-Step Method on Student 
Performance of Point-of-Care Ultrasound 
Psychomotor Skills

	 Dr. Burl Haar 
	 Dissertation Chair

Regina M. Brown

Language, Emotion, and Cognitive Congruence: 
Does Appropriated Racism Detoxify Nigger/
Nigga for African American Males?

	 Dr. Willie Johnson
	 Dissertation Chair 

Robert E. Campbell

Developing a Forced-Choice Scale Measure of 
Strength of Power and Control Factors Relating 
to Belief and Relational Dynamics to Determine 
the Belief and Relational Structure Typology of 
a Business Organization

	 Dr. Yvette Pye
	 Dissertation Chair

Jennifer M. Drummond

The Lived Experiences of Black Students and 
Their Interactions with School Resource Officers 
in an Intermediate School District in Minnesota

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam
	 Dissertation Chair

Janie Deirde Gholston

Retention of Teacher Assistant: A Mixed Method 
Study in Minnesota School Districts

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam
	 Dissertation Chair

Donna Harris

An Application of Alfred Adler’s Psychology 
to the Lived Experiences of African American 
Single Parent Women: A Phenomenological 
Study

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam
	 Dissertation Chair

Destiny Marie Hastings

The Lived Experience of Baby Boomer and 
Millennial Human Resources Professionals in 
Iowa During the COVID-19 Pandemic

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam
	 Dissertation Chair

Nohn Rebecca Kidau

A Phenomenological Study to Understand 
the Perspectives of Women in Congress and/
or State Legislatures on Their Work and 
Campaigns

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam
	 Dissertation Chair

Lydia M. Majors-Roland

How Have African American Individuals, 
Who Have Experienced Childhood Adversity, 
Overcome Adversity and Become Successful 
Adults: A Grounded Theory

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam 
	 Dissertation Chair

Rachel L. McGee

How Service Design Award Finalists 
Successfully Promoted Radical Innovations

	 Dr. Jack McClure
	 Dissertation Chair

Harris Thursday Meh

The Lived Experiences of Community College 
Students with Anxiety and Depression:  
A Phenomenological Study

	 Dr. Paul Kotz 
	 Dissertation Chair
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Rey Erezare Mejias

Examining the Critical Learning Moments  
of Lasallian School Leaders: A 
Phenomenological Study of Transformative 
Leadership Practices in the Philippine Lasallian 
Universities

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam 
	 Dissertation Chair

Sarah Lynn Morinville Smith

The Lived Experiences of Educational Assistant 
Superintendents and Directors of Teaching 
and Learning in a Post-COVID, Test-Optional 
Environment

	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam 
	 Dissertation Chair

Rachel Mary-Huber Page

A Well-Being Program for Emerging Adult 
Women Who Are Pursuing Higher Education

	 Dr. Susan Hines
	 Dissertation Chair

Irelyn Donna Paul

A Study of Pedagogical Experiences of 
Montessori Guides in Montessori Programs  
in Minnesota

	 Dr. Paul Kotz
	 Dissertation Chair

Mark Alan Peterson

Why Physicians Avoid Taking Complementary 
Alternative Medicine Course Content When 
Earning Continuing Medical Education Credits

	 Dr. Rustin Wolfe
	 Dissertation Chair

Timothy Louis Raymond

A Grounded Theory Study: Exploration of the 
Wisconsin State Report Card and the Outcomes 
of Wisconsin School District Referendums

	 Dr. Yvette Pye
	 Dissertation Chair

 

Kelli Christine Sattler

From Industry to the Classroom: A 
Phenomenological Study of the Experience 
of Those Individuals Who Transitioned from 
Jobs in Industry to Full-Time Faculty Positions 
at a Private Nonprofit Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) College

	 Dr. Paul Kotz. 
	 Dissertation Chair

Pang Ter Heurh Vang

Engaging Hmong American Young Adults in 
Their Faith Journey — The Nextgen Ministry of 
the Hmong Christian and Missionary Alliance:   
A Grounded Theory Study
	 Dr. Amanuel Teklemariam
	 Dissertation Chair
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

MASTER OF ARTS
COUNSELING AND  
PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES

Lindsey Terese Albrecht 

Cecily Catherine Amrane

Ashti Jamunar Anderson

Courtney Mae Anderson

Theresa B. Anderson

Stepheny Kay Ann Balderas

Olivia M. Beauchamp

Jessica Lee Bibeau

Anna Grace Blonigen

Isabelle LaVonne Bond

Eric Silva Brenneman

Cassandra Marie Brouillette

Gregory Ward Burton

Imara Simone Butler

Angela Hattie Buzay

Josiah Macrae Callaghan

Abigail Grace Campbell

Jennifer Lynn Cardinal

Sarah Elaine Christiansen

Josh David Cogan

Brienna Cool

Kyra Lyn Courson

Holly Ann Crandall

Stephanie Jean Mann Curry

Ariel Therese DeBardelaben

Quinn David Deeds

Dominique Jamison DeJarlais

Jack Bjorklund Dhein

Rita Maria Diaz

Hoda Ismail Diriye

Madeline Irene Dosser

Laura S. Drake

Christina Rattha Eng

Carolyn Engberg

Nicholas Scott Fabry

Jennah Fannoun

Sumaya Farah

Kenzie Solange Giese

Sarah Ann Grenfell

Emily Robertson Watne Hayes

Pang Kia Her

Rhyan S. Herrmann

Iliya Michael Hoffert

Jordan Gavin Horniak

Makayla Lee Ketterling

Annika Peyton Knutson

Skylar F. Konkel

Claira Anne Krikava-Donnay

Alissa Christine Krueger

Elizabeth Ann Leavitt-Tofte

Sarah Alana Leipnitz

David Walter Leipold

Grace Leverington

Pang Houa Lor

Jocelyn Jean Lourey

Dana Ann MacDonald

Anna Marie Mailand

Christopher James Marsh

Katelyn Marie McDonald

Andrew James Mcfarland

Tatyanna Isabella McIntyre

Hector Alonso Mendoza

Megan Smith Miller

Oscar J. Millerhaller

Nicholas Alexander Minotte

Hafsa Abdullahi Ali Mire

Abigail Kathleen Nelson

Sokmearn Ngep

Jessica Erin Nieuwsma

Ida Sofie Nitter
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Jessica O’Boyle

Shane Patrick O’Reilly

Maxwell Christopher Pardo

Alexandra Roth Pohlad

Julia Marie Priem

Kassandra Marie Ralph

Olivia Jane Rengo

David B. Riley

Rachel Grace Ruschmeyer

Katie Anna Sabe

Jessica Emily Sawyer

Kalli Noel Schaub

Haily Rae Schindler

Talia Jean Schmitz

Shelby Leigh Schroeder

Megan Marie Schwab

Tyler B. Sefried

John Thomas Sheridan

Julia Connie Smrecek

Stacy Arend Solow

Sarah Yu-Rim Stothart

Roxanne Rebecca Sullivan

Isabella Shang Vang

Rachael Vikla

Gashia Vue

Dechannelle MaryGrace Wanda

Rebecca Wesley

Anika Aristy Williams

Hannah Grace Winkler

Elizabeth Frances Wright

Kellie Yang

Keyana Young

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SERVICES AND GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
IN ADDICTION STUDIES

Deanna Bella Afremov

Farhiya M Ahmed

Nasra Muhumed Ali

Brooke Elise Bohnsack

Hannah Brinkman

Diederik Theodore Lawrence Durst

Ikran Khalif Hassan

Salwa Hassan

Sarah Hong

Reagan Paige Moody

Jasmine Nguyen

Ryan G. Russell

Khalid Hussein Sharif

Maria Still

Angelica Jasmin G. Torres

Cody James Ziegler

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION

Aneta Malgorzata Bizek

Ann Renee Langstaff

 

HEALTHCARE ADMINISTRATION

Amina A. Adan

Sajida Fateha Ahmed

Patrick Geoffrey Albrecht

Christina Borrillo 

Brayden Kayne Boettcher

Betty Lovettee Kanswen

Kaylana G. Todd

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

Althea Caroline Anderson

Matthew J. Anderson

Oluwatosin Adefunke Badejo

Isabelle Lynn Barr

Hannah Bech

Kristen H. Burgdorf

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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Claire Magnus Busse

Lianna Frances Cotant

Daria Alex Cuellar

Erin Mei Fernandez

Hannah Rose Gale

Dahlia Beth-Nichols Garofalo

Megan Geisen

Jennifer Gonzalez Rodriguez

Jaden Corrayne Hale

Isabella Joy Heinisch

Alexandra Hermann-Richer

Markita C. Janckila

William Robert Johnson

Nimco Abdikani Kalif

Linda Khang

Julianna Marie Langer

Talia Kay Miller

Kade Francis Mitchell

Grace Noelle Nelson

Asia Kai Neuman

Melissa Magdalene Peterson

Gina Marie Pomije

Nicole Marie Roesler

James Nathaniel Rowley

Jamie Marie Schwartz

Rachel Orvella Smith

Pamela S. Sutton

Brittany Nichole White

Katie Lynn Willer

Charlotte Katherine Zelle

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
PUBLIC HEALTH

Olaide Omowumi Akanbi

Muna Mohamed Aweis

Anne Lee Bebault-Juntilla

Avrey Bergum

Abigail Marjorie Hesse

Beels Babari Kpelo

Keziah Tiffany Persaud

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
SOCIAL WORK

Hajar A. Abdullahi

Alia Abdikarim Ali

Haley Larae Amidan

Amina Issa Araye

Mitchell Jarl Axelson

EmilyAnne Baran

Alexis Marie Barslou

Kormasah S. Baysah

Amber Marie Benson

Hannah Kay Berezovsky

Jacqueline Dayan Bernard

Emma Ann Bjorgaard

Jill Marcee Blomdahl Skanson

Patricia Brennan

Ramon C. Briones

Carlea Alida Brock

Alexis N. Brooks

Ashley Julianna Cheney

Mary Annette Conlin

Kali Lynn Dahlke

Christina Mawuena Dogbey

Ellen Louise Dunser

Shukri Ismail Egal

Laura Jean Eichmann

Leann Marie Eisel-Stecyk

Audrey Nicole Eklof

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Anika Leigh Erickson

Sadie S. Ernest

Danielle Elizabeth Fanslow

Taylor Jo Graf

Brianna Elizabeth Hansen

Ayan Ahmed Hassan

Donald Steven Hathaway

Emma Margaret Hauser

Molly Keaira Head

Stephanie Anna Nobie Holmes

Fosiya Yussuf Hussein

Abdikarim Ibrahim

Ayan Khalil Ibrahim

Hamdi Yasin Isse

Janelle Jarchow

Latanya Nicole Jenkins

Alizandra Louise Johnson

Holly Jo Johnson

Erin J. Kastens

Amy Jo Kuhlka

Kaitlyn Jo Laugen

Grace Michelle Marohn

Mackenzie Alexander Martin

Joshua L. May

Isabelle Atitaya Meunier

Yassin Mohamed

Pauline Yatta Natee

Emily Marie Nelson

Nicaela Nelson

Faiza M. Osman

Boo Thaw Paw

Iris Payne

Caleb T. Pearson

Emma Peterson

Rachel Renee Przekwas

Avwerosuoghene Rukky Puegeren

Bailie Alexandra Riter

Kayli Rose Rivera

Hope Renee Robertson

Annalise Rundquist

Kelly Lynne Samuelson

Amanda Schacht

Lindsey Nicole Schmitt

Scott Seres

Rakiya Mukhtar Sheikhali

Suenita M. K. Singh Garcia

Gerard Albert Smith

Elizabeth Rose Spizale

Alexandria Ayianna Swan

Joanna Marie Tahtinen

Melina R. Trepanier

Leda Claire Troster

Gabriella Rochelle Vargas

Jacqueline Venegas

Jody M. Voges

Jessica Anne Walker

Emma Leigh Waller

Mike Williams

Courtney Ellen Wilson

Laura Marie Zenk

SOCIAL WORK AND GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
IN ADDICTION STUDIES

Abbie Joy D’Amour

Madison Taylor Halvorson

Iman Carolina Milani

Melissa A. Stortz
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE
NURSE ANESTHESIOLOGY 

Jeanna K. Anderson

Jack Barlow

Jordyn Darlene Beerling

Megan Ann Borelli

Rachel Elizabeth Bottcher

Carly Jane Busker

Sophie Marie Eva Davis

Sabrina Lee DeBlaere

Fiona Barbara Ockwig Forbes

Heidi Lucille Hendricks

Shea Elizabeth Keenan

Kathryn Marie Knight

Michael Kenneth Koss

Cathy Vayakone Kouanchao

Tessa Elizabeth Kuechenmeister

James Thomas McKinley

Kelli Ann McLey

Ava Marie Meyer

Jill Marie Moeller

Katherine Alberta Monaghan

Kathryn M. Nelson

Danielle Collareno Nies

Rochelle Nicole Nikolai

Megan Lynn Perrier

Jordan Hunter Pierce

Katherine Alecia Radcliffe-Papazian

Edward Joseph ReMine

Mallory Kay Ryan

Kyle Scott Sadler

Jason Robert Schuster

Lauren Marie Seivert

Amelia Magdalena Swica

Anna Harmony Lee Trimble

Kayla Monacelli Wright

Lee Xiong

DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY
COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

Sonam Angmo

Mental Health Clinicians’ Attitudes Towards 
Psychedelic-Assisted Therapy

	 Dr. Elil Yuvarajan
	 Dissertation Chair

Caycee J. Bonacci

The Influence of Gender on Clinicians’ Autism 
Diagnostic Decision-Making

	 Dr. Ann Schissel 
	 Dissertation Chair

Kevin Challender

From Swipes to Relationships: Gay Men’s 
Experiences of Early App Use, Romantic 
Relationships, and Mental Health

	 Dr. Ashley Sovereign 
	 Dissertation Chair

Julie Marie Clarke

Clinical Supervision for Black, Indigenous, or 
People of Color: A Pre/Post Intervention Study
	 Dr. Elil Yuvarajan 
	 Dissertation Chair

Andrea Carolina Garcia Malledo

Clinician Bias in ADHD Diagnosis Based on 
Client Gender

	 Dr. Ann Schissel 
	 Dissertation Chair

Farheen Hassan

Weaving a Bicultural Tapestry: 1.5 Generation 
Mothers Navigating Belonging and Cultural 
Transmission Across Generations

	 Dr. Ashley Sovereign 
	 Dissertation Chair
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Erin Mabry-Hilleshiem

Impact of Career Identity and Career Calling on 
Postpartum Depression

	 Dr. Marina Rosenthal 
	 Dissertation Chair

Kathryn Malenke

Understanding Clinicians’ Decision-Making 
Process When Problematic Sexual Behaviors 
Occur In The Context Of Psychotherapy

	 Dr. Ashley Sovereign 
	 Dissertation Chair

Sara Marie Murray

Black Motherhood in the Neonatal Intensive  
Care Unit (NICU): An Interpretative 
Phenomenological Analysis

	 Dr. Ashley Sovereign 
	 Dissertation Chair

Abigail Lucille Ranweiler

Sibling Relationship Quality in Foster Care: 
Impacts of Adverse Childhood Experiences and 
Placement on Relationship Quality

	 Dr. Andrew John 
	 Dissertation Chair

James Borces Sotto

The Influence of Clinicians’ Theoretical 
Orientation on Perceptions of Harm Reduction 
vs. Abstinence-Based Approaches in Treating 
Maladaptive Behaviors

	 Dr. Ann Schissel 
	 Dissertation Chair

Barbara Stokes

Job Satisfaction in Workers with Chronic Health 
Conditions 

	 Dr. Jerome Shih 
	 Dissertation Chair

Paula Suzanne Terwilliger

Provider Expectations of Treatment Outcome for 
Perpetrators of Intimate Partner Violence Based 
on Race and Socioeconomic Status

	 Dr. Andrew John 
	 Dissertation Chair

Cy Webster

The Impact of Work-Related Stress and 
Productivity Expectations on Amenability to  
AI-Assisted Documentation

	 Dr. Elizabeth Fleming 
	 Dissertation Chair

Melissa Jo Dirtzu Wells

Perimenopausal Athletes’ Experience of 
Embodiment: A Quantitative Study Utilizing 
Menopause Symptom Severity, Flow Proneness, 
and Athletes’ Food Choices

	 Dr. Kathryn LaBore 
	 Dissertation Chair
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SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

MISSION

Enriched by the Lasallian Catholic heritage,  
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota awakens, nurtures, and empowers learners  

to ethical lives of service and leadership.  
 

VISION

Grounded in its Lasallian Catholic identity, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota  
is a nationally ranked transformational and innovative university  

with a global footprint. Saint Mary’s graduates gain the advanced knowledge,  
skills, and critical-thinking abilities necessary to be lifelong learners,  

successful workers, good neighbors, and ethical citizens  
that ensure Saint Mary’s standing as a well-known top-tier national university  

preparing tomorrow’s leaders.

ACADEMIC DRESS

The academic costume worn today originated in the Middle Ages when gowns and 
hoods kept scholars and clerics warm. The distinctive gown served to set the student 

apart from fellow citizens, giving birth to the expression “town and gown.”

Until after the Civil War, students at most American universities wore caps and gowns 
daily. They varied in design, and while an attempt was made in 1894 by the American 

Intercollegiate Commission to standardize the color of robes, distinctive colors  
continue to be used by institutions, usually at the doctoral level.

Academic gowns tell the observer the degree which the wearer has earned: bachelor’s 
gowns have pointed sleeves; master’s gowns have long, closed sleeves; doctoral gowns 

are made with full, longer sleeves and faced with velvet from hem to neck and back. 
Doctoral gowns also carry three velvet bands around each sleeve above the elbow.

The Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota distinctive doctoral gown is worn  
by the graduates and regents. It is blue in honor of the university’s patroness.  

The logo is placed over the heart.

The light blue velvet on the hood represents education, while the red and white colors 
in the lining of the hood are the school colors.

Hoods vary in length with the degree. The lining of the hood identifies the university  
by its colors. The border of the hood indicates the academic discipline  

in which the degree is earned:

White: arts and letters, journalism 
Scarlet: theology
Purple: law
Green: medicine
Dark blue: philosophy
Yellow: science
Brown: architecture, fine arts
Pink: music
Lilac: dentistry

Orange: engineering
Olive: pharmacy
Light brown: business
Lemon yellow: library science
Light blue: education
Peacock blue: international affairs
Citron yellow: social work
Salmon pink: public health
Apricot: nursing
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Elaine Haydock

Roger S. Haydock B’67, J.D. (Chair)

Henry Jakobsze B’83

Mark Jacobs

Brother Thomas Johnson, FSC

Jonathon Krull B’22

Michael Laak B’77, J.D.

Sarah Marek Landman B’04

Andrew Nath M’13

Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, Ed.D.

Sandra Simon CST’72

Angela Steger B’76

Gregory Stevens B’74 (Vice Chair)

Marcy Van Fossen, Ph.D.
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Loras “Red” Sieve B’60

David Thies B’59 
 
COUNCIL OF REGENTS

Robert Edwards B’00

Susan A. Fangel B’19, M’08

Craig Junker M’96, D’05
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NATIONAL ANTHEM
Words by Francis Scott Key

	 Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light
	 What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
	 Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,
	 O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
	 And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
	 Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
	 Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
	 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

ALMA MATER
For the community of Saint Mary’s University past, present, and future

Words and music by Patrick M. O’Shea, D.M.A.
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